The

Collegian
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013

ART EXHIBIT, PAGE 10

PHYSICS, PAGE 3

VOL.66, ISSUE 9 | SERVING THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE | UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

Search Committee
talks
recruitment process
Hopes to announce
president of new university
in Spring 2014

Otherworldly
sightings on campus

INSIDE

Students and staff say UTB and TSC are haunted

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

The South Texas Presidential Search
Committee met for the first time last
Tuesday at the Valley International
Airport in Harlingen to discuss
committee duties, confidentiality and the
recruitment process.
Witt/Kieffer, an executive search firm
based in the Chicago suburb of Oak
Brook, Ill., is assisting the University of
Texas System in the national search for
a president to lead the new UT System
university in the Rio Grande Valley that
will combine the University of Texas at
Brownsville and the University of TexasPan American, plus a medical school.
Jenny LaCoste-Caputo, executive
director of Public Affairs for the UT
System, said the firm will solicit for and
receive applications.
The committee will review those
applications. LaCoste-Caputo said the
UT System does not have a set number
for the committee meetings.
The next meeting is not scheduled yet,
but will likely be held in December, she
said.
During the meeting, UT System
Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa talked
about how important the committee’s job
was, an attorney explained confidentiality,
and
Witt/Kieffer
representatives
explained the recruitment process and
the timeline, LaCoste-Caputo said.
Pedro Reyes, executive vice chancellor
for academic affairs for the UT System,
will chair the search committee and set
the agenda. Regents Ernest Aliseda of
McAllen and Robert Stillwell of Houston
will represent the board of regents on the
committee.
Bobbette Morgan, president of the UTBrownsville Faculty Senate, is among the
members of the committee.
Morgan, a professor in the Teaching,
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Victoria Brito/Collegian
Among the campus buildings said to be haunted are (clockwise, from top) Gorgas Hall, the Old
Morgue, the Regiment House and Cavalry Hall.

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

If you’ve seen signs of ghosts on campus,
you’re not alone. Many UT-Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College students
say they have experienced paranormal
activity here.

TSC sophomore Samantha Pancoast
believes in ghosts.
“I’m not really sure if it’s ghosts or
whatever, but on the third floor of the
South building, the elevator always
comes up, dings and opens constantly,”
Pancoast said. “I don’t know why, but
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See GHOSTS, Page 11

‘Drunken’ driver strikes Ozzie
Trial scheduled Thursday for suspect in mock accident

See SEARCH, Page 11
Amanda Arredondo/Collegian Photos
Above Left: UT-Brownsville Police Cpl. Homar Bahena checks the pulse of Ozzie the Ocelot after the university mascot was struck by a “drunken”
driver last Wednesday in front of the Main Building. Above right: UTB Police Officer Perla Noriega escorts the driver, senior bilingual education major
Eva Robles after the accident. The mock event was part of the University’s observance of National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week.

By Robert Ruiz

UTB RADIO MUSIC MANAGER

Marlane Rodriguez /Collegian
The South Texas Presidential Search
Committee met last Tuesday for the first
time. The committee will likely meet again in
December, officials say.

Tragedy struck UT-Brownsville last
Wednesday when its mascot, Ozzie the
Ocelot, was hit by a “drunken” driver.
Ozzie was crossing the Main Building
driveway around 10 a.m. when a
Chevrolet sedan struck him.

The mascot’s condition appeared
critical as he was taken away on a
stretcher by Brownsville Emergency
Medical Services.
The “suspect” fled the scene on foot.
University Police conducted a search
and found her crying in a hallway in the
Main Building. She allegedly failed a
sobriety test, which police administered.

It’s a good thing this was just a mock
accident, helping to kick off National
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week,
which begins today.
The purpose of the “accident” is to bring
attention to the consequences of drinking
and driving and how we would feel if the
victim is someone we know and love.

See MOCK, Page 11
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Senate sets aside $300 for community service events
By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association
will donate $300 to co-sponsor two
events set for this weekend. Friday’s Pink
Wars and Saturday’s Make a Difference
Day will each receive $150 from the SGA.
Members of the SGA were all smiles
during last Wednesday’s senate business
meeting in the Main Building’s Salón
Cassia as they unanimously approved
Resolutions 9 (Pink Wars) and 10 (Make
a Difference Day).
Pink Wars, hosted by the student
organization Artcelots, will take place
from 7 to 11 p.m. Friday on the Student
Union lawn. This event will promote
breast cancer awareness and will feature
paint wars, the painting of a mural, a
slip and slide activity and music by DJ
Zombe.
Tickets will be sold in Rusteberg Hall
178, Student Health Services and Student
Life. The presale price for tickets is $8 for
children 8 years and younger and $15 for
adults. Tickets at the door will cost $10
for children and $20 for adults. Half of
the proceeds of this event will be donated
to breast cancer awareness. The SGA will
donate $150 for the purchase of tempura

paint.
“I have a few clubs helping, I have
CAB, they’re going to help with the slip
and slide and I think they’re doing pizza,”
said Maria Lozano, a senior art major
and member of the Artcelots club. “We
have marketing; they’re going to do a
bake sale and they’re helping with the
painting mural.”
The event will also feature darts and a
dance area.
“I know that they’re having an event
the day after yours, I don’t know if you’ve
already gotten together,” said School
of Business Senator Leslie Barrientos.
“You all might want to get together and
promote both of the events together.”
The Center for Civic Engagement will
host Make a Difference Day on Saturday,
an event in which students volunteer
their time to improve the community.
The SGA will allocate $150 for supplies
and any other items needed to make this
event possible.
In other business, the SGA approved
the appointment of senior criminal
justice major Gael Garza as a senator for
the College of Liberal Arts.
“I am very pleased to bring to
the senate this great student,” SGA

Martha Ortiz/Collegian

Student Government Association President Stephanie Mendez (center) discusses plans for this
weekend’s community service events.

President Stephanie Mendez said. “He’s
very interested in joining the Student
Government Association. He looks
forward to working with all of us in our
initiatives.”
Garza said: “I wanted to take part in
the Student Government Association
because I am involved around school. I’m
part of the American Criminal Justice
Association and I recently took part in

the Ambassadors program, so with those
two programs and with SGA, it will be
really helpful towards my future.”
He took the oath of office immediately.
The next SGA senate business meeting
is set to take place at 11 a.m. Oct. 30 in
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.

Celebrating research
Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy marks 10th year with wonders of science

By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR

The UT-Brownsville Center for
Gravitational
Wave
Astronomy
celebrated its 10th anniversary with
a science festival, a visit by a Nobel
Prize winner in chemistry and sessions
on astronomy, chemical physics and
nanoscience, among others.
“The fact that this center exists in
Brownsville is a big accomplishment and
it has been here for 10 years,” said Joey
Key, the center’s director for education
and outreach.
Key said one of the center’s scientific
accomplishments was on numerical
relativity.
“They solved Einstein’s equations
on a computer, the equations get so
complicated after a while … even if you
are really good at math, you can’t solve
the equations,” she said. “It was hard
to figure out what the orbit of two black
holes would look like in general relativity
and scientists here at UTB first solved
that a few years ago.”
The center works with several aspects
of gravitational wave astronomy, Key
said.
“We work general relativity, Einstein’s
theory,” Key said. “We do experimental
physics for detecting gravitational waves
with the LIGO [Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory], we also
work with NASA on their gravitational
wave observatory called LISA [Laser
Interferometer Space Antenna], and …
we also study millisecond pulsars and do
radio astronomy to detect gravitational
waves from pulsars.”
Key said the university has a worldclass Physics and Astronomy Department
and it offers opportunities for students
to earn undergraduate, master’s and
doctoral degrees in physics.
“We actually have a collection of some

Martha Ortiz/Collegian
UT-Brownsville members of the Physics Circus (center) Jing Luo and Moises Castillo (right) show
the audience a cloud made out water and nitrogen during their presentation.

of the very, very best gravitational wave
astronomers and radio astronomers in
the world, here at UTB,” she said. “[The
program is] also a great asset for the
community because we can do fun things
like host science festivals, go out to the
schools and talk to kids about black
holes and astronomy. It’s a great way to
get kids excited about science, to get the
community excited about science.”
She said that 14 master’s students,
13 doctoral students, two post-doctoral
scholars and 16 faculty work at the center.
The center opened in 2003 with a $5
million grant from NASA.
More than 140 people attended the
festival, held Oct. 12, which included a
Physics Circus performed by the Society
of Physics Students.
The crowd watched in amazement as
the students produced a fire tornado and
a cloud.

Physics graduate student Jing James, a
member of the society, said the circus is
meant to show the public that physics is
not just numbers and science.
“Like many outreach programs, we
use the fun factor of science to attract
people,” James said. “Science is not just
boring math, doing calculus. You actually
use science to have fun, that’s what we
are trying to do.”
The circus performs at elementary
and middle schools, as well as for the
community.
“We do the circus to try to motivate
children of all ages, because even adults
are children at heart,” said Moises
Castillo, a physics graduate student
and president of the Society of Physics
Students. “We try to motivate everyone
to become interested in science. If we are
able to take the conversation of what they

saw at a Physics Circus home, then when
have done our mission.”
Among the students who attended the
festival was junior Spanish major Paulina
Mendoza.
Asked what she learned at the event,
Mendoza replied: “[That] physics is
everything.”
The public also had the opportunity
to visit the university’s Nompuewenu
Observatory. The observatory opened in
2007.
“[The observatory] started mainly for
outreach activities for the community
so that they could have a window to the
sky,” said Samantha Fuentes, a physics
graduate student. “It was built not only
to do serious research … but also to have
the community to come in and have a
chance to see what we are doing and get
them interested.”
The observatory currently is used
as a training center for international
collaboration called the Transient Optical
Robotic Observatory of the South, in
which UTB physics students work with
universities in Argentina to build an
observatory in the Andes Mountains.
Other events at the festival included
booths with physics activities and
remarks from Peter R. Saulson,
department chair and the Martin A.
Pomerantz ’37 Professor of Physics
at Syracuse University, and Gabriela
Gonzalez, professor of physics at
Louisiana State University.
On Oct. 11, Robert F. Curl Jr., one of
three winners of the 1996 Nobel Prize
in chemistry, presented a lecture titled
“Conjugated Carbon Networks” during
the meeting of the Texas Sections of the
American Physics Society, the American
Association of Physics Teachers and
the Zone 13 of the Society of Physics
Students. The meeting was held the
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
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My encounter with

‘La Llorona’
By Alberto Garcia
COLUMNIST

On
Halloween,
everyone deserves a
good scare. It is the
one night of the year
that we can pretend
to be someone else,
watch all the horror
movies we can or
just
sit
around
telling ghost stories. In the spirit of this
beloved holiday, I would like to share a
frightening, but most of all, 100 percent
true experience I had with one of the
most talked about Mexican paranormal
entities, “La Llorona.”
My father was born in a rancho in
Tepetongo, Zacatecas, Mexico, called El
Cuidado. He would talk to my sister and
me about life on the ranch and because my
sister and I love to celebrate Halloween,
on October nights, when we’d get tucked
into bed, my father always had a cuento,
or story, to tell us about the rancho.
These were not your typical feel-good,
happily ever after bedtime stories; they
were cautionary tales.
“Don’t stay up past your bedtime, for if
you do, when you step off from your bed
La Mano Pachona (the furry hand) will
grab you and pull you under the bed,” he
would say.
As silly as it sounds, as a 7-year-old kid,
stories like this one really stick with you
and make you think twice about staying
up past your bedtime.
It wasn’t until I was 15 years old that
my father sent me on a summer trip to
visit El Cuidado with a few of my uncles
and cousins. I was initially excited to visit
the place where my dad was raised and
to embrace the lifestyle and true Mexican
culture. There, I met Tío Fidencio, my
father’s most elderly uncle, who at the
time was 92 years old. Tío Fidencio was
the one my father mentioned who knew

i

all sorts of stories and legends, so I was
eager to hear him recount some of them.
The first evening we were there, my
cousins and I gathered around Tío
Fidencio as he sat down on a bench on
the front porch. He told us stories about
people he had met, places where he had
worked and things that he had seen. The
last story he told us that night was none
other than the legend of La Llorona. I
told him, rather obnoxiously, that I had
heard the story many times and that
it was not true and nothing but an old
Mexican legend: A crazy woman dressed
in white drowns her kids in a river and
then cries about it every night screaming,
“¡Ay, mis hijos!” (“Oh, my children!”)
“That is what you heard back home,”
Tío Fidencio told me. “Around here, La
Llorona is all the women who became
widows after their husbands left them
to go to work in the United States. Their
husbands never returned. Some of them

have been waiting for more than 50 years
for their beloved’s return, so they take to
the streets at the stroke of midnight and
the entire ranch is engulfed with a highpitched wail that can be heard from a
mile away. Look, here comes one now.”
Tío Fidencio pointed his finger toward
the end of the street and as my cousins
and I directed our attention to what Tío
was pointing at, we saw a woman dressed
in black with a veil covering her face.
She walked with a limp and made her
way down the street and passed right in
front of Tío, my cousins and me sitting on
the porch. Just as she was aligned with
Tío’s house, she let out the most bloodcurdling, disturbing and frightening
wail I had ever heard in my life. It was
a sorrowful shriek that couldn’t possibly
come from any man’s or woman’s vocal
chords. My cousins and I jumped up
from the porch and ran inside the house.
My youngest cousin began to cry and I

asked Tía María, Tío’s wife, what it was
that we had just experienced. In the
most casual and reassuring tone, Tía
María responded, “Ay m’ijo, that’s only
a llorona. You will hear them sometimes
during the night. Don’t be scared. They
are just lost souls looking for their lost
love.”
In a way, I never wanted to believe
what I experienced that night at the
ranch. I had always heard similar stories
being told back at home, but there’s
something about Tío Fidencio’s and
Tía Maria’s casual acceptance of such
paranormal occurrences that makes the
experience credible. I always remember
this incident around Halloween because
it prepares me for the jolly good scares
that come with this holiday and having
gone through such a creepy experience,
whatever haunted house attraction that
comes to town or scary story that I hear
is no match for my real encounter with
La Llorona.

THINK
If you could meet one artist, who would it be and why?

“Bueno, a mí me gustaría conocer a
Shakira porque aparte de ser muy
talentosa y guapa ha ayudado mucho a
la comunidad Latina. Aparte también,
no nomás a la comunidad latina pero
también como a los niños de África que
han sufrido de hambre”.

“I would want to meet The Script because
they are an Irish band from Dublin,
Ireland, and that’s where I want to go [to
do] my career and have a family.”

Garnet Arrazolo

Ashley Taylor

Estudiante de enfermería de tercer año

“Alex from Mana, the guy who plays the
drums, because that was my first concert
I went [to] last year.”

Eduardo Mendez
TSC nursing sophomore

--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
--Photos by Amanda Arredondo
and Tony Peña

UTB nursing freshman

“It would be Led Zeppelin because those
guys are the most influential band that has
ever been on earth. They’ve influenced
so many bands, like the Foo Fighters,
Nirvana. They’ve even influenced metal
bands, they’ve influenced rappers even.
If I could have had the chance about 30
years ago to meet Robert Plant, John
Paul Jones, Jimmy Page and John
Bonham, it’d be great because those guys
are the most influential guys that have
ever been. They just rock. They are one of
the best bands ever.”

Michael Olvera
UTB finance junior
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Expert: Values attached to words key to interpreting
By Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Eugene Nida, a pioneer in translation
theory and linguistics, not only learned
languages, but also immersed himself in
the cultures behind those languages.
His widow, María Elena FernándezMiranda, and co-author with Nida
of “Sobre la Traducción” (“About
Translation”), came to campus on Sept.
30 for UT-Brownsville’s International
Translation Day Colloquium.
Fernández-Miranda said the book is
based on two of her late husband’s most
acclaimed works, “Toward a Science
of Translating” and “The Theory and
Practice of Translation.”
She said the first part of “Sobre la
Traducción” describes the role of the
translator, “the three essential meanings”
--linguistic, referential and cognitive-and his essential theory, the dynamic
equivalence in translation.
The second part of the book focuses on

the three processes used in translating:
transfer, restructuring and testing the
translation.
“This is the result of very, very intense
fieldwork that he realized for more than
50 years, traveling constantly around
the world and studying more than 200
languages and cultures,” FernándezMiranda said.
After Nida died in 2011, she found a
“fascinating” manuscript in his archives.
“Traveling around the world several
times in order to help translators, I have
met a number of cultures,” FernándezMiranda quoted from the manuscript.
“It was crucial for me to know the
values of these different people in order
to understand how they communicate
meaningfully with one another.”
She said one of the key points when
translating is to use the expressions of
the people for whom you are translating.
Things have different meanings in other
cultures. Fernández-Miranda gave the
example of how we use the phrase “I have

Physics in the news

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian
Guest speakers Elena Fernández-Miranda, Marko Miletich, Melissa Wallace and Rosemary
Liñán-Landa listen as Lola Norris presents at the International Translation Day Colloquium,
which took place Sept. 30 in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.

a broken heart,” while in Africa they focus
on the liver, which is what they consider
the most important organ.
“What was important for Nida was
how different cultures use words and the
values attached to these words,” she said.
Fernández-Miranda is directorate
general for Translation, European
Commission/Complutense University of
Madrid.
International Translation Day was
established in September 1991 by the
International Federation of Translators,
or FIT.
Other speakers at UTB’s observance
were Lola Norris, an assistant professor

at Texas A&M University-Laredo, who
spoke about translation pedagogy;
Marko Miletich, an assistant professor
at the University of Texas at Arlington,
who talked about literary translation;
Melissa Wallace, an assistant professor
at the University of Texas at San Antonio,
who spoke about court interpreting;
and Rosemary Liñán Landa, a faculty
adjunct in UTB’s Modern Languages
Department, who lectured on sign
language interpreting.
The event was sponsored by the
university’s
Modern
Languages
Department.

UTB RADIO

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian Photos
Robert F. Curl Jr., one of three winners of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1996, speaks
at the Joint Fall 2013 Meeting of the Texas Sections of the American Physics Society, the
American Association of Physics Society, the American Association of Physics Teachers and
Zone 13 of the Society of Physics Students Oct. 11 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The
meeting was hosted by UT-Brownsville’s Physics and Astronomy Department and the Center
for Gravitational Wave Astronomy, which celebrated its 10th anniversary. Curl is a University
Professor Emeritus, Pitzer-Schlumberger Professor of Natural Sciences Emeritus and Professor
of Chemistry Emeritus at Rice University in Houston.

Barry C. Barish, the Linde Professor of Physics, Emeritus at the California Institute of Technology
in Pasadena, presents a lecture titled “The International Linear Collider: The Next Great Particle
Accelerator.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Honoring the Rev. Mathew

UT-Brownsville’s Center for Civic
Engagement will honor the late Rev.
Armand Mathew with a celebration on
what would have been his 91st birthday
at 11:30 a.m. today in the Main Building
courtyard. Mathew, who died in June,
launched the Center for Civic Engagement
in 2001 and took on the Kids Voting USA
project. For more information, call CCE
Coordinator Estela Martinez at 8824300.

‘Exotic Golfo’ Exhibition

“Exotic Golfo,” an exhibit of works by
10 Mexican artists and curated by UTB
alumnus Mauricio Saenz, will open
with a reception at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday
in the Gallery at Rusteberg Hall.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, call 882-8247.

Music Lessons

The UTB Music Academy will offer
music lessons starting Wednesday. The
courses are Family Music for Babies,
ages 0 to 12 months, and Toddler Piano
Readiness for children ages 1 to 3. The
courses last six weeks and cost $120.
Seven-week private voice or instrumental
lessons are offered for people of all ages
at a cost of $150. All lessons will take
place in Eidman Hall 217. For more
information, call 882-7702.

‘Writers Live’

Rossy Evelin Lima, a poet and
linguist, will read from her new book of
poetry, “Ecos de Barro,” at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday in the Student Union’s Gran
Salon. Lima received first place in the
2012 VAO Publishing’s Annual Along
the River Poetry Award; first place in
the poetry contest, Certamen literario
José Arrese, in 2011; first place in the
poetry contest, 2o Coloquio Estudiantil,
at the University of Texas- Pan American
in 2010; and the Mistral Award from
the National Hispanic Honor Society
in 2009. For more information, e-mail
Christopher Carmona, an assistant
professor in the English Department, at
christopher.carmona@utb.edu.

Graduate and Professional School
Fair

UT-Brownsville’s Career Services
Department will sponsor a Graduate
and Professional School Fair from 10

Cartoonist

POLICE REPORTS

Student Media Director

The following are among the incidents
reported by University Police between
Oct. 4 and 8.

Martha Ortiz

Azenett Cornejo

Secretary II
Ana Sanchez

Contact:

The Collegian
Student Union 1.10
1 West University Blvd.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: (956) 882-5143
Fax: (956) 882-5176
e-mail: collegian@utb.edu
© 2013 The Collegian
The University of Texas at Brownsville

club SPOTLIGHT

Oct. 4

1:54 p.m.: A staff member reported
receiving a note on the windshield of
her car while it was parked outside a
restaurant. The staff member said that at
1 p.m. Oct. 2, she found a note in Spanish
from a man who wants to meet her. Even
though the letter did not contain any
threats, she said she is still concerned
because the note said the man has been
watching her. The officer said he would file
an information report and that University
Police would call the man and inform him
that the staff member is not interested in
meeting him.

Oct. 5

11:40 p.m.: Two officers investigated
an alarm that went off in the Barnes &
Noble Bookstore. The officers conducted
a walk-through of the exterior of the store
and found it to be safe. The manager

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Members of the American Criminal Justice Association (ACJA) include (front row, from left)
Treasurer Claudia Becerra, Secretary Endaira Guerrero, President Dario Gonzalez, Vice
President Jessica Vallejo, Historian Abigail Gomez and Sergeant- at- Arms Adrian Gonzalez.
Second row: Alejandra Gasca, Danelly Castillo, Kenia F. Alvarez, Karina Ochoa, Jessica
Medina, Veronica E. Rodriguez, Stephanie Olivo and Mario E. Ramírez. Third row: Jose Luis
Yañez, Adviser and Associate Professor Susan Ritter, Lecturer Anastasia Lawrence, Sharon O.
Martínez, Anna Stephanie Moreno and Andrea Lee Cavazos. Back row: Eduardo Badillo, Gael
Garza, Javier Ibarra, Fidel Ochoa and Dathan Cruhm.

a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. Representatives
from dozens of graduate and professional
schools will provide information to
students interested in attending their
universities. For more information, call
Career Services at 882-5627.

UTB Cheer Squad Tryouts

UT-Brownsville’s Cheer Squad will hold
workout sessions from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday
and from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday in
the Garza Gymnasium. Tryouts for the
squad will be conducted at 8 a.m. Sunday
in the gym. For more information, call
the University Recreation office at
882-5969.

STEMS Run/Walk

The 14th annual STEMS 5K Run/1Mile Walk will take place at 7:30 a.m.
Saturday starting at the Main Building
lawn. Early registration is $10, late
registration (race day) is $15 and $8
for groups of 10 or more. Awards will
be given in 48 different categories. For

of the store was contacted and asked if
she wanted the officers to go inside the
building. The manager said she contacted
the alarm company and was told by the
company the alarm was activated by
movement inside. The manager said it
could possibly be an animal inside the
bookstore.

Oct. 7

11:54 a.m.: An officer was dispatched
to the intersection of Jackson and 24th
streets in regard to a minor collision
between a blue 2001 Ford Focus and a
gray 2013 Nissan Sentra. The drivers,
both students, said they were not injured.
The student driving the Sentra said she
failed to yield the right of way.
5:30 p.m.: An officer was dispatched
to the University Library in regard to a
student walking out of the building with
a PRIMUS key. The student was last
seen walking toward the Main Building
parking lot, wearing a white shirt, blue
jeans and a backpack but was nowhere to

more information, call STEMS Program
Director Javier Garcia at 882-5058.

3rd Feria Estudiantil 2013

The 3rd Feria Estudiantil 2013 is
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from
2 to 4 p.m. Saturday at the Association
of Maquiladoras in Matamoros. The
event provides prospective students
with information on the academic
opportunities available at UTB. For more
information, call the Office of Global
Engagement at 882-7690.

PWS Jewelry Sale

Professional Women Speak will
host a jewelry sale to benefit the
PWS Student Scholarship Fund
from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. Nov. 7 in the Main
Building courtyard. Jewelry donations
are being accepted and may be delivered
to Business Analyst Patty Orozco in
Life and Health Sciences Building 2.418.
New, used, vintage and fashion jewelry
will be accepted. For more information,
call 882-7143.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez

be found. A staff member then reported
that the student had walked back into one
of the study rooms on the second floor.
The officer spoke with the student, who
said he did leave the library with the key
but was not informed about not leaving
the library with the key. The officer
informed the student about the rules and
regulations of the study rooms as well as
the consequences of taking state property
without university consent.

Oct. 8

1:15 p.m.: An officer was dispatched
to the University Library in regard to a
student who required emergency medical
services. The student said he felt extreme
pain on the lower right side of his back
and did not know what was causing
the pain. He was transported to Valley
Regional Medical Center at the request of
his parents.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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Volunteers prepare to give back
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

More than 100 volunteers and nine
agencies will come together for the
common mission to improve the lives
of others in observance of the national
day of community, “Making a Difference
Day.”
UT-Brownsville’s Center for Civic
Engagement and Behavioral Sciences
Associate Professor Sherry McCullough’s
social work students will host the event,
which will take place at 8 a.m. Oct. 26 in
Lincoln Park, located on West University
Boulevard, across the street from the
school.
McCullough said “Make a Difference
Day” is about knowing that you’ve given
back to the community.
“It’s hard for the individual to just go
out there and say, ‘Well, I’m just gonna
go out there and do something for
somebody,’ but with a structure like this,
the individual feels like they’re part of
something bigger,” she said.
Center for Civic Engagement Scholar
Joanna Garza helped the students
contact the agencies and sponsors for
this event.
“I’m just giving them all the resources,
the contact information, getting them
organized with everything to be done to

make sure everything goes on smoothly
for the day of the event,” Garza said.
McCullough’s social work course’s
purpose is to teach students how to reach
out and give back to the community.
Their volunteer efforts will show on their
transcripts and résumés, which will help
them when the time comes to look for a
job.
“Students are required to do an
internship, which involves volunteer
work, so the Center for Civic Engagement
is supervising them, and the 37 students
have been divided up into groups and
they’re doing all parts of it,” she said.
“They’ve called agencies and gotten them
on board. … By the time they’re done with
these classes, they’ve probably visited a
dozen agencies.”
Volunteers will meet at 8 a.m. in Lincoln
Park for breakfast. Rudy’s Country Store
and Bar-B-Q restaurant will donate 100
breakfast tacos and Panadería El Buen
Gusto will donate 100 pieces of pastry.
After breakfast, the volunteers will be
divided into groups and each group will
visit one of the nine agencies to paint,
clean or spend time with the elderly.
The agencies registered include:
Tip of Texas Family Outreach,
Ebony Lake Health Care Center, the
Brownsville Literacy Center, Gladys
Porter Zoo, Goodwill, the Ozanam

‘In Our Shoes’ panel set for Tuesday
Event part of Accessibility Awareness Week activities

Everyone has abilities, but many have
disabilities too. The purpose of UTBrownsville’s 13th annual Accessibility
Awareness Week (today through Friday)
is to remind the campus community of the
shared responsibility to create an inviting
and accessible environment for all.
Headlining the week is the “In Our
Shoes” panel presentation, scheduled
from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Tuesday in Salón
Cassia (Main 2.402). The event provides a
forum in which students with disabilities
share some of their life experiences and
strategies for success.
Panelists will include students with
learning, visual, health or hearing
impairments as well as a veteran with
post-traumatic stress disorder. Bill
Davis, a master technical instructor in
the Behavioral Sciences Department,
will serve as the moderator. Light
refreshments will be served.
The Accessibility Awareness Fair
will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Wednesday in the Main Building
courtyard.
Everyone is invited to

actively “experience” dyslexia and visual
impairments, make a sign language
souvenir, learn some basic signs, feel
“your name in Braille,” and see and hear
technology which helps blind students
study and learn.
Capping off the week will be the local
premiere of the feature-length film “Lake
Windfall” from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday
in Sabal Hall 1.108 (formerly UBCB).
With an all deaf cast, what starts out as
a fun getaway camping trip turns into an
apocalyptic event that forces the campers
to focus on their own survival. Captioning
is provided for those not familiar with
ASL. Admission will be $10 at the door.
The screening is sponsored by the Texas
Latino Council for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing.
Accessibility Awareness Week is
sponsored by Disability Services. For more
information contact Disability Services
at 882-7374 or e-mail Coordinator Steve
Wilder at steve.wilder@utb.edu.

Center, Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport, Spanish Meadows
nursing home and Healthy Communities
of Brownsville.
Other service learning projects taking
place throughout Brownsville include:
--Assistant Professor Karin Ann Lewis’
education psychology and leadership
class will provide educational interactive
activities to the children of the Buena
Vida neighborhood at the Brownsville
Parks and Recreation, 1338 E. 8th St.
--Associate Professor Saraswathy
Nair’s genetic and molecular basis
of chronic diseases class will provide

information to the community about
diabetes. They will be at Driscroll
Children’s Specialty Hospital, 5500 N.
Expy 77.
Senior sociology major Melvin Solano,
who is in McCullough’s class, said
“Making a Difference Day” is a celebration
of neighbors helping neighbors through
acts of kindness in Brownsville.
Solano encourages others to volunteer
and be part of the event.
“Show your Ocelot spirit and help
make a difference,” Solano said.
To register, visit makeadifference@
utb.eventbrite.edu.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian Photos
Evan and her mother, Lou Ann Boston, of Houston look over the field of pinwheels placed to
describe participants’ reasons for attending the Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

An estimated 500 people participated in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s Oct. 12 on the UTBrownsville campus. Organizers said more than $10,000 was raised.

8

Monday, October 21, 2013

THE COLLEGIAN

THE COLLEGIAN

Monday, October 21, 2013

9

10

Monday, October 21, 2013

A&E/ON CAMPUS

Out of the comfort zone
‘Exotic Golfo’ and ‘Veracity’ exhibits open this week

THE COLLEGIAN

Pussy Riot
member
going to
new Russian
prison
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Courtesy Photos

Tochino Gallegos’ “San Judas Tadeo”

By Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Art exhibits will open this week on
campus and at the Historic Brownsville
Museum.
“Exotic Golfo,” which will feature the
work of 10 Mexican artists, will open
with a reception at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday
at the Art Gallery at Rusteberg Hall.
The artists are Rogelio Meléndez Ayer,
Javier Dragustinovis, Sergio Garcia,
Tochiro Gallegos, Samantha García,
Mildred López, Juan González Jufrago,

Mario Jiménez Díaz, James Salgado and
Humberto Ramírez.
“I was trying for the artists to go
against all odds and try to come up with
something new to be out of their comfort
zones,” said Mauricio Saenz, the show’s
curator and a 2003 graduate of UTB/
TSC.
Admission to the show is $1.
“Veracity,” is a one-man show by
Carlos G. Gómez, professor and chair
of the Visual Arts Department at UTB,
opens at 6:30 p.m. Friday at the Historic
Brownsville Museum, 641 E. Madison St.
Gómez said “Veracity” reveals what is

ADVERTISE WITH US
CALL 882-5143

in one’s mind during the creative process.
He will premiere six paintings that
focus on the study of places and clouds.
Other artworks consist of mixed media.
“Veracity means truth,” Gómez said.
‘“10 dollars’ is what life is all about-money, and things like that--so I put
money next to something that is close to
us as human beings, monkeys.”
The exhibit runs through Jan. 17.
Admission is free.

MOSCOW--Russian prison officials say
a jailed member of the punk rock protest
band Pussy Riot will be transferred to
another penal colony after spending nine
days on a hunger strike.
Nadezhda
Tolokonnikova,
who
along with two other band members
was convicted of hooliganism for a
provocative performance in Moscow’s
main Orthodox cathedral in 2012, went
on a hunger strike in September to
protest conditions in the prison where
she is serving her two-year sentence. She
was hospitalized nine days later when
her health deteriorated.
The Federal Penitentiary Service said
in a statement last Friday that it will
meet Tolokonnikova’s demand and move
her to another prison “for her personal
safety.”
Last month, Tolokonnikova said prison
officials have made threats against her for
speaking out against the poor working
conditions.
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Mayhem, movies and munchies
Jack in the Box to sponsor carnival, ‘Hungry Games’ and film marathon

By Karina Capistran
If you need a break from studying or
taking tests, you might want to check out
three events sponsored by Jack in the
Box over the next three weeks.
“Munchie Mayhem,” a carnival-style
event, will take place from noon to 2 p.m.
Wednesday on the Student Union lawn.
Students can participate in sumo and
wrestling battles, an inflatable obstacle

SEARCH

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Learning and Innovation Department,
said she believes it is a big responsibility
being on the committee.
“I am honored I am selected to serve
and represent the faculty at UTB,” said
Morgan, adding that she has never served
on a presidential search committee
before. She said the committee will
review the names Witt/Kieffer will bring
forth.
Jaime Villanueva, president of the UTBrownsville Staff Senate, said he feels
privileged to serve on the committee.
“I can tell you, I’m very hopeful and
excited,” Villanueva said.
Villanueva, who is the coordinator
of student relations for the university’s

GHOSTS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
it’s just really creepy. I don’t know why
it does that, but it could be ghosts. …
There’s other reports from other people
who have heard, like, the horses, but
there’s no horses, obviously.”
David Bujanos, a TSC radiologic
technology sophomore, has also seen the
South Hall elevator operating with no
one in there and has also heard toilets
flushing in empty stalls.
“Yeah, there’s stuff out there,” Bujanos
said. “Apparently, out of the Old Morgue,
if you’re doing something you’re not
supposed to be doing, there’s this thing
about a woman in black where if she
catches you, she’ll just stare at you and
see what your reaction is.”
Julio Castro, a UTB criminal justice
sophomore, said he experienced shaking
doors in Fall 2012.
“I remember my freshman year I was
taking a night class, and I was walking
around here and I was going through
Eidman Hall, and we heard a door
shaking,” Castro said. “We go up to the
door and the door is shaking real bad and
we go up to it and we try to investigate
what was going on and it stopped. So
then we’re all, like, ‘OK, it must be like
an A/C or something, and we started
walking away and the door starts shaking
violently and then there was some music
people in there and they go out and they
question us if we were shaking the door.
And we were scared. We were like, ‘No,
like, it was shaking by itself,’ so then they
just closed the door and they locked it and

MOCK

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“It highlights the importance and
danger that can occur when a drunk
driver is behind the wheel,” said Judicial
Affairs Coordinator David Mariscal.

course and a dunk tank, said Sergio
Martinez, UT-Brownsville’s executive
director of Student Engagement. Popcorn
and soft drinks will be served.
The “Hungry Games” are scheduled
from noon to 2 p.m. Oct. 30 on the
Student Union lawn. This field day-style
event will feature tricycle and relay races
and a tug of war.
At 7:30 p.m. Nov. 6, a “Late Night
Munchie Movie Marathon” will take place

on the Student Union lawn. Students
are encouraged to bring a lawn chair, a
blanket or pillow so they can relax during
the event.
“[The] movies have not been chosen
yet, but will be announced as soon as
possible,” Martinez said.
Jack in the Box coupons will be
distributed during the events.
“The purpose of these events is for
students to have fun in between classes,

socialize and get engaged with campus
events,” Martinez said.
Admission is free. For more
information, call the Office of Student
Life at 882-5138 or send an e-mail to
studentlife@utb.edu.

Career Services Department, said he is
not allowed to talk about what happened
on the committee, but said the committee
is capable of picking a candidate for the
position within the due time.
“Rest assured, the committee will do
the work that has been handed to us,” he
said. “My thing is to foster my opinion
and beliefs on the best candidate.”
On Oct. 11, Paul Foster, the UT System
board of regents chairman, announced
the names of the 24 committee members.
Besides Morgan and Villanueva, those on
the committee are
--William Henrich, M.D., president of
UT Health Science Center-San Antonio
--Diana Natalicio, president of UT-El
Paso
--Elizabeth Heise, former president of
the UT-Brownsville Faculty Senate
--Marie Mora, an economics professor

at UT-Pan American
--Thomas White, Faculty Senate
chairman at UT-Pan American
--Carmelita A. Teeter, M.D., associate
professor, UT Health Science CenterSan Antonio Regional Academic Health
Center
--Dahlia Guerra, dean of the UT-Pan
American College of Arts and Humanities
--Danny O. Jacobs, M.D., dean of
Medicine at the University of Texas
Medical Branch-Galveston
--Javier Martinez, dean of UTBrownsville’s College of Liberal Arts
--Aaron Barreiro, president of the
UT-Pan American Student Government
Association
--Stephanie Mendez, president of the
UT-Brownsville Student Government
Association
--Arnoldo Mata, president of the UT-

Pan American Alumni Association
--Jason Moody, president of the UTBrownsville Alumni Association
--Liana Ryan, chair of the UT-Pan
American Staff Senate
--Cullen Looney, community member,
Edinburg
--Ricardo
D.
Martinez,
M.D.,
community member, Edinburg
--David Oliveira, community member,
Brownsville
--Anne Shepard, community member,
Harlingen
According to a news release from the
UT System, the committee will present
qualified candidates for the presidency
to the board of regents, which will then
make the final decision.
Cigarroa said he hopes a new president
will be announced in Spring 2014.

they put the top lock on so it shouldn’t
shake, and then the door started shaking
even worse. And it kind of even broke
off.”
If you didn’t know, the area that both
campuses now sit on was once Fort
Brown. Cavalry Hall, which is located
across from the Student Union, served as
horse stables. The Old Morgue was once
a place where bodies were kept. Some of
the buildings have been here since the
early 1800s.
Peter Gawenda, a professor in the
College of Education’s Teaching,
Learning and Innovation Department,
has compiled ghost encounters into a
booklet titled “Some Tales of the Valley.”
Among these stories is one of a young boy
whose spirit roams the campus looking
for his mother.
“There was this Canadian couple that
were asking, ‘Where was that boy?’ so I
explained that he was on that campus.
… They used to love to walk around the
[Fort Brown] Resaca and this one time
a little boy showed up and he just went
in between them and held their hands.
And so they walked with him, they talked
to him and he told them to please tell
his mom that he’s all right. The strange
thing is that afterwards, they recognized,
(they were from Canada--she was French
Canadian and he was British Canadian)
and although he spoke just one time,
she understood it in French, while he
understood it in English.”
Gawenda said that he has heard four
stories of this boy walking with someone
and each time he speaks to them in their
native language, always asking them to
tell his mom that he is all right. The boy is

seen dressed in an outfit from the around
the 1820s, the same time when the fort
was being built.
“Some say that he could have been
the son of one of the military, either
a sergeant or officers,” Gawenda said.
“As the town was starting to grow, that
there was supposedly a store close by,
and the boy, was constantly bothering
the mom who was selling or whatever
she was doing, and she told him, ‘Get
lost, go play,’ and he didn’t return. So
it’s believed that he might have drowned.
They didn’t find a body.”
Gorgas Hall was once a hospital.
William C. Gorgas was the surgeon
general of the U.S. Army from 1914-1918.
His stay in Brownsville was from 18821884. In the hospital that is now Texas
Southmost College’s Gorgas Hall, Gorgas
would perform autopsies on patients
who had died of yellow fever.
Could those spirits still be lingering
around?
“We had to work late because we were
working on the budget,” Gawenda said.
“It was, I think, already 2 o’clock in
the morning. I decided to go to a pizza
place that was open to get something
to eat. So I took off and supposedly, in
my office … the lights were on and the
secretary said she could see the light
shining underneath the door. And so
they went back there, wondering, ‘Well,
is he already back with the pizza?’ But I
wasn’t there. And when I finally showed
up, to the front door, they thought that
I was playing a trick on them, which I
wasn’t. And, supposedly, they had also
heard steps on the ceiling. And anyway,
[the secretary] decided to quit.”

He said the secretary did not want
to work in that office anymore for fear
that an occurrence would happen again.
Others have reported hearing footsteps
on the roof of Gorgas Hall.
“Mind you, Gorgas Hall was a hospital,
a military hospital,” Gawenda said. “Lots
of people died there.”
He said there have been more than 20
reports of ghostlike activity.
“There’s a lady that sometimes shows
up,” Gawenda said. “She would take her
purse and put it next to a couple … and
just stare at them. … She would get up
and walk right through where TSC offices
used to be, through the wall. Because she
has clothing on, that shows that she must
have lived before Gorgas Hall had that
extension. And so not knowing that there
is a wall, she would naturally walk right
through it.”
It is believed that she was the wife of
one of the lieutenants during the war. It is
said that she was dancing at a dance hall
while her husband died in the hospital
and now she haunts with grief. She has
been seen downtown and on campus,
Gawenda said.
Ghosts of Mexican soldiers and horses
have also been seen on campus.
“One of the deans that we had at one
time had heard horses, like cavalry,
passing in front of Gorgas Hall,”
Gawenda said.
The old Fort Brown Hotel is set on a
former military graveyard.
“But all the ghosts, all spirits here on
this campus, are said to be very nice,
there’s no bad,” Gawenda said.

“Losses are very tragic to families and
individuals; that’s why we used Ozzie
as our victim because when you have
an accident like this, you lose a lot of
precious ones.”
Junior business major Cianna Perez
witnessed the accident.
“I think it’s really great that they have

these scenarios, it is a real issue,” Perez
said. “People need to take notice of it and
acknowledge that it’s there.”
The consequences of the “accident”
are not over. Students can stop by the
Main Building courtyard from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Tuesday and wish Ozzie a speedy
recovery. At the same time, they can pick

up information on alcohol awareness.
At 12:15 p.m. Thursday, students are
invited to attend the trial of the drunken
driving “suspect” in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón.
Alcohol Awareness Week activities are
sponsored by UTB’s Dean of Students
Office. For more information, call 8825141.

--Karina Capistran is a sophomore
communication major.
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TSC secures the campus
Trustees award $444,000 contract to AISI
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Last Thursday, the Texas Southmost
College board of trustees awarded a oneyear contract to American Investigations
and Security International (AISI) with
the possibility of an extension to provide
security services to the college.
Initially, Trustee Ramon Champion
Hinojosa motioned for American
Surveillance Co. to provide security
services for the college and Trustee Adela
Garza seconded the motion. Board Chair
Francisco “Kiko” Rendon abstained and
no other trustees voted in favor of the
motion.
Trustee Rene Torres then motioned to
award the contract to AISI.
“You cannot put a price tag on safety,
especially when it comes to our students,
faculty and staff,” Torres said. “I also
don’t subscribe to the notion that we
always have to vote on the lowest bidder.”
Trustee Trey Mendez seconded the
motion for AISI, and Trustees Garza and
Dr. Reynaldo Garcia voted in favor of
AISI.
Hinojosa cast the dissenting vote and
Rendon abstained. When the board
voted to award a 30-day contract to AISI
during its Sept. 26 meeting, Rendon also
abstained. He later told The Collegian
that he abstained because he has a
relationship with the company but did
not elaborate.
Besides
AISI
and
American
Surveillance Co., seven other companies
submitted proposals for security services:
All Pro Security, Allied Barton Security
Services, Arrow Security, Chambers
Protective Services, DBA-Border Security
and Investigation, Fort Knox Protection
Inc. and Valley Wide Security.
TSC administrators used the following
evaluation criteria on the proposals:
services to the college, project team
and management, references and cost
of goods and services. The top three
companies were Arrow Security at an
estimated cost of $460,000; American

Investigations and Security International,
at $444,000; and American Surveillance
at an estimated cost of $296,000.
AISI had been providing the college
security services for the last two weeks
and “they have been providing a good
service and have been good to us and I’ve
seen a high level of activity and presence
here on campus,” said Chet Lewis, vice
president of finance and administration.
A one-year contract is being awarded
because the college is looking into
creating its own security force and it
would give administrators ample time to
evaluate the cost and what it would take
to operate, Lewis said.
In other business, the board:
--authorized TSC President Lily Tercero
to sign a one-year contact with Pro-tech
Mechanical to provide maintenance to
the thermal chiller plants. The company
will be paid $470,850;
Pro-Tech Mechanical already provides
the same type of services to the Santa
Rosa School District, Edinburg Regional
Medical Center, Brownsville School
District, Aransas County Courthouse and
South Texas College.
--authorized Tercero to sign a contract
with Time Warner Cable to provide some
Internet access and serve as a backup
to the other current sources of Internet
access. The company will be paid $32,928
annually;
--authorized the defeasance of the
Southmost Union Junior College District
Student Union Building fees revenue
refunding bonds, series 2005. By doing
so, the board eliminated the TSC Student
Union fee of $45.30, effective Spring
2014. The building was sold to UTBrownsville;
--approved the purchase of HVAC
automation control software for TSC
facilities from Siemens in the amount
of $28,134. Lewis said the software will
work with current infrastructure. The
other options would require the college
to retrofit all of its facilities at a cost of
$1 million.
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Name: Gracie Cano
Major: History
Classification: Senior
Hometown: Brownsville

Please tell me about your experience in the photojournalism course you
took in Spain this summer as part of UTB’s Study Abroad program. “Well, I
traveled with a group of students and [Communication] Professor [Sharaf Rehman] to
several cities in southern Spain. We went to Seville, Córdoba, Granada and Málaga. We
[took] a course that focused on Spanish architecture and that worked on our writing
[skills] as well. It was a lot of fun.”

How did the invitation to exhibit your photos in Poland occur? “After Spain,
a few of us went to Poland. It was the same course, but it was done in Poland. We
participated in a photography workshop with the [Jan Kochanowski] University in
[Kielce,] Poland, and several of my pictures were selected to be in exhibition there. I
was invited to the opening.”
How many of your photos were exhibited? “Nine pictures.”

How did this trip come about? “I saw a poster for photojournalism in Spain and
I went to the Global Engagement Office to find out more; they told me that it was also
available in Poland. I decided that I wanted to do both since I was already in Europe. I
applied for several scholarships and I went.”
Who funded this trip? “I got several scholarships. I got one from the Office of Global
Engagement, I got one from the office of the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and I
got another one from the [UTB] President’s Office.”

What was the purpose of the course? “It was to work on our photography, teach
us how to make a good image, how to take good architecture photography, as well to
work on our writing--writing a good journalistic article.”
What did you do over there, specifically? “In Spain, we took pictures. We went to
the [Mosque-Cathedral] of Córdoba. We took pictures there. We took pictures of several
cathedrals. We took pictures in Málaga. In Poland, we did a photography workshop
where it didn’t focus as much on architecture. It focused more on culture. We were
able to photograph Corpus Christi processions, and several of the cities around Kielce,
which is where the university was. I was also able to hang out with Polish students, and
I still talk to some of them through Facebook and Skype.”

How did this program further your education? “It really gave me a wider view
of the world; like, I had never been to Europe so that was a new experience for me.
Also, I got to talk to people from different cultures, and it was interesting to hear their
perspective on the United States. The questions they asked me about the U.S. were very
interesting.”

What are your career goals? “I’m thinking of going into human rights. After I
graduate, I want to get my master’s degree on something related [to human rights] and
[I’ll] see if I can get into that field.”

What advice would you give to students who haven’t studied abroad? “I
would tell them to go. It’s really easy to travel as a student because you have a lot of
financial support and you have backing from your institution. It’s probably [the] easiest
to travel as a student, and it’s a great opportunity. I would tell them not to let it go by.”
Alberto Garcia/Collegian
The Texas Southmost College Trustee Adela Garza (from left), President Lily Tercero and board
Chairman Francisco “Kiko” Rendon are shown during last Thursday night’s meeting. The board
voted to keep American Investigations and Security International as the provider of security
services for the campus.

Why is education important to you? “Education is important because it opens up
a lot of opportunities, and it teaches you to learn for yourself. It really opens your mind
to understanding the opinions of others. It makes it easier to understand the opinions
of others and to express your own opinion as well.”
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
--Photo by Tony Peña
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Celebrando 10 años de investigación
El centro de ondas gravitacionales de astronomía anfitriona feria de ciencias

Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

El Centro de Ondas Gravitacionales de
Astronomía de UT-Brownsville celebró
su decimó aniversario con un festival
de ciencias, una visita del ganador del
premio Nobel en química y sesiones en
astronomía, química y nano ciencias,
entre otros.
“El hecho de que este centro existe en
Brownsville y que haya estado aquí 10
años, es una gran realización”, dijo Joey
Key, directora de educación y alcance del
centro.
Key dijo que uno de los logros
científicos del centro fue en relatividad
numérica.
“Resolvieron la ecuación de Einstein
en una computadora, las ecuaciones
se ponen tan complicadas después
de un rato… aunque seas muy bueno
en matemáticas, no podrías resolver
la ecuación”, ella dijo. “Fue difícil
solucionar la órbita de dos hoyos negros
en relatividad general y los científicos en
UTB fueron los primeros en resolverlo
hace unos años”.
El centro investiga varios aspectos de
las ondas gravitacionales, Key dijo.
“Trabajamos con relatividad general,
la teoría de Einstein”, ella dijo.
“Investigamos física experimental para
detectar ondas gravitacionales con LIGO
[Laser Interferometer GravitationalWave Observatory], también trabajamos
con NASA en su observatorio de ondas
gravitacionales llamado LISA [Laser
Interferometer Space Antenna], y…
también
estudiamos
pulsares
de
milisegundos y usamos radio astronomía
para detectar las ondas gravitacionales
de los pulsares”.
Key dijo que el departamento de física
y astronomía de la universidad es de
primera clase y ofrece oportunidades
para que los estudiantes obtengan una
licenciatura, maestría y doctorado en
física.
“Actualmente tenemos una colección
de unos de los mejores astrónomos de
ondas gravitacionales y radio astrónomos
en el mundo, aquí en UTB”, ella dijo. “[El
programa es] una gran ventaja porque
podemos hacer todo tipo de actividades
divertidas, como tener festivales de

Martha Ortiz/Collegian Photos
Moises Castillo, miembro de la Sociedad
de Estudiantes de Física de UT-Brownsville,
derrama agua sobre nitrógeno para crear
una nube durante su presentación por la
celebración del décimo aniversario del Centro
de Ondas Gravitacionales de Astronomía que
se llevó a cabo el 12 de octubre en el césped
frente a la Unión Estudiantil.

ciencias, ir a las escuelas y hablar con los
niños sobre hoyos negros y astronomía.
Es una gran manera de que los niños se
entusiasmen sobre la ciencia”.
Ella dijo que en el centro trabajan 14
estudiantes de maestría, 13 estudiantes
de doctorado, dos posdoctorales y 16
profesores.
El centro fue inaugurado en el 2003
con una subvención de $5 millones de
NASA.
Más de 140 personas estuvieron
presentes en el festival, que tomó a cabo
el 12 de octubre, e incluyó un Circo de
Física demostrado por la Sociedad de
Estudiantes de Física.
El público vio en asombro cuando los
estudiantes produjeron un tornado de
fuego y una nube.
Estudiante de física de posgrado Jing
James, miembro de la sociedad, dijo
que el circo está dirigido a enseñarle al
público que la física no es solo números

y ciencia.
“Como muchos programas de alcance,
usamos el factor divertido de la ciencia
para atraer a la gente”, James dijo. “La
ciencia no es tan solo matemáticas
aburridas, ni cálculo. También puedes
usar ciencia para divertirte, y eso es lo
que queremos hacer”.
El circo se desempeña en escuelas
primarias y secundarias, así como para la
comunidad.
“Tratamos de que todos se interesen
en la ciencia”, dijo Moises Castillo,
estudiante de física de posgrado y
presidente de la sociedad. Si podemos
llevar la conversación del circo a su
hogar, hemos cumplido nuestra misión”.
Estudiante de español de tercer año
Paulina Mendoza asistió al festival.
Cuando le preguntaron lo que aprendió
en el evento, Mendoza respondió: “[Que]
la física lo es todo”.
El público también tuvo la oportunidad
de visitar el observatorio Nompuewenu
de la universidad. El observatorio abrió
en el 2007.
“[El observatorio] fue empezado
principalmente para que la comunidad
tuviera una ventana al cielo”, dijo
Samantha Fuentes, estudiante de física
de posgrado. “Fue construido no solo para
conducir investigaciones intensivas…
si no para que la comunidad tenga la
oportunidad de ver lo que hacemos y se
interesen”.
El
observatorio
está
siendo
actualmente usado como centro de
entrenamiento para la colaboración
internacional llamada Transient Optical
Robotic Observatory of the South, en
la cual estudiantes de física de UTB
están trabajando con universidades en
Argentina para construir un observatorio
en las montañas de los Andes.
Otros eventos en el festival incluyeron
mesas con actividades de física y
comentarios de Peter R. Saulson, cátedra
de departamento y Profesor de Física
Martin A. Pomerantz ’37 de Syracuse
University, y Gabriela Gonzalez,
profesora de física de Louisiana State
University.
El 11 de octubre, Robert F. Curl Jr., uno
de los tres ganadores del premio Nobel
de 1996 en química, presentó un curso

Erin Ferrell, miembro de la Sociedad de Estudiantes de Física de UT-Brownsville, muestra al público un experimento con una cadena de cuentas
y explica el funcionamiento de este fenómeno a los espectadores.

titulado ‘Redes de Carbón Conjugado’
durante la junta de la Sociedad de
Física Americana Sección de Tejas,
la Asociación de Maestros de Física
Americana y la Sociedad de Estudiantes
de Física Zona 13. La junta tomó lugar en
el Gran Salón de la Unión Estudiantil.

Estudiante
de hoy

Magaly Rosales/Collegian
Nombre: Manuel Cortez
Edad: 23 años
Especialidad: Ingeniería eléctrica
Clasificación: Estudiante de último
año
Fecha de graduación: Otoño del
2013
Promedio: 3.6
Ciudad natal: H. Matamoros,
Tamaulipas México
Actividades extracurriculares:
“Soy miembro del capitolio estudiantil
de MAES (Mexican American
Engineers and Scientists) y SHEP
(Society of Hispanic Professional
Engineers) en UTB, son de ingeniería.
También soy miembro del consejo
juvenil del consulado Mexicano en
Matamoros”.
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta ir al
gimnasio y también me gusta mucho
tocar el piano y pues hasta ya comencé
mi canal de YouTube”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Tener
una maestría en ingeniería, ya sea
en eléctrica u otro campo, y llegar a
patentar un diseño”.
¿Quién es tu modelo a seguir?
“Mis padres, son muy trabajadores y
hoy estoy donde estoy gracias a ellos”.
¿Por qué escogiste la especialidad
en la que estás? “Siempre supe que
me han gustado las matemáticas y
desde chiquito sabía que iba a estudiar
un tipo de ingeniería. Cuando entré a
la universidad y vi las opciones que
tenían, me di cuenta que ingeniería
eléctrica era lo mío”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal?
“Mi trabajo ideal sería tener un
puesto de gerencia en una compañía
universalmente reconocida”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar?
“Siempre estudio de noche. Pongo un
concierto de Coldplay y empiezo a
resolver problemas”.
¿Qué les aconsejas a los alumnos
de nuevo ingreso? “Que utilicen
las horas de oficina de los profesores,
siempre es bueno que un profesor
sepa quién eres, eso ayuda mucho.
También que consigan un consejero
de su carrera lo antes posible y que
puedan tener su plan de estudios
para saber que clases tomarán cada
semestre”.
--Recopilado por Magaly Rosales
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Ocelots outpace Cougars
Volleyball team remains undefeated
By Juan Esteve

The UT-Brownsville Volleyball Team
mauled the No. 22-ranked Columbia
College Cougars 3-0 at home last
Thursday night.
The Ocelots, who defeated the
Cougars 25-15, 25-15 and 25-12 in the
non-conference game, are now 19-0
overall (10-0 in the Red River Athletic
Conference).
Serbian Vanja Joksic was the Ocelots’
player of the night with nine kills, five
digs and two blocks.
In Game 1, the teams exchanged points
until the Ocelots found their way out to
win that set by 10 points. In the second
set, the story was different as the Ocelots
jumped ahead to 14-7, opening the way
to another convincing victory in front of
the hometown crowd in the Garza Gym.
Then in the third set, the Ocelots
played even harder when they created
a 12-point margin that traced the way
for another easy victory. The Ocelots
combined for 10 blocks as a team. They
remain undefeated and in first place in
the RRAC at (10-0).
“I thought we played really well,
actually,” UTB Athletics Director and
Head Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery said
after the game. “Game 1, we came out
and we were just a little bit too excited.
It’s been a while since we got to play a
high-caliber team and I thought we were
a little frantic at times early on in Set
1, but they settled in the second half of
the set and they played really well and I
thought we played really consistent the
rest of the match.”
Outside hitter Danica Markovic said
the game was “a great team effort.”
“We worked really hard the past week
and the weeks before,” Markovic said.
“We were waiting for this weekend so

Tony Peña/Collegian

UT-Brownsville outside hitter Annelies Dokter blocks the ball from Columbia College middle hitter Carol Berger during last Thursday’s game in the
Garza Gym. The Ocelots swept the Cougars 3-0.

much and it finally got to show what we
were working for.”
On Oct. 12, the Ocelots swept the
Huston-Tillotson University Rams in
Austin. Markovic and fellow outside
hitter Annelies Dokter had eight kills
apiece to lead the team to the three-set
victory.
The day before, UTB swept University
of St. Thomas-Houston Celts with

Markovic’s 15 kills and Dokter’s 12 to
power the team.
The Ocelots played against the Biola
University Eagles last Friday and
the Concordia University Eagles last
Saturday. Results were unavailable at
press time.
--Juan Esteve is a sophomore
communication
major
at
UTBrownsville.

--Collegian Sports Editor Sergio Mata
contributed to this report.

LAST HOME GAME

vs. Our Lady of the Lake University
7 p.m. Oct. 29
Garza Gym

UTB-Wiley College match ends in draw
By Moises Grimaldo

UTB RADIO STATION MANAGER

A double-overtime home game pitting
the UT-Brownsville Men’s Soccer Team
against the Wiley College Wildcats ended
in a 3-3 draw Thursday night.
In a postgame interview with
The Collegian, Ocelots Head Coach
Dan Balaguero said the “team was
disappointed” with the outcome.
As the referee blew the whistle to start
the game, UTB midfielder Oscar Valencia
hit first to open the score during a freekick play in which the ball landed at his
feet. The Ocelots did not cease attempts
to score and made substitutions in the
last minutes of a competitive first half.
However, the Wildcats’ defense contained
the numerous attacks developed by UTB
midfielder Mario Perez.
During the second half, the Wildcats
fought their way back to the game and
at minute 3, forward Jonathan Palomo
netted a vital goal to tie the score 1-1.
Wiley kept attacking and just five
minutes after the first goal, forward Suye
Suah scored for the Wildcats, leaving the
Ocelots down 2-1.
UTB reached the opponent’s danger
zone several times, but was not successful
until defender Kegan Ellis connected an
incredible header during a corner-kick
play, tying the score 2-2.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Wiley College goalkeeper Cesar Ponce clutches the ball after a goal attempt by UT-Brownsville in last Thursday’s home game. The double-overtime
game ended in a 3-3 draw.

The Wildcats did not back down after
UTB tied the game; instead, they pushed
forward and created more goal chances.
At minute 29, Suah scored an amazing

second goal during a free kick just outside
the goal box.
The Ocelots were down in the score
once again, but six minutes before the

game concluded, forward Carlos Acevedo
tied the game for the Ocelots. The game
See SOCCER Page 15
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Women’s soccer shuts out Wiley College
By Valerie Cisneros

UTB RADIO NEWS AND INFORMATION MANAGER

The UT-Brownsville Women’s Soccer
Team overwhelmed the Wiley College
Wildcats 6-0 at home last Thursday.
As soon as the game began, Ocelots
center Hanne Neby scored the first
goal. Midfielder Nelleke Smits followed
with another goal at minute 21:51 of the
first half.
During the second half, Neby scored
another goal at minute 27:45 and Smits
scored at the minute 33 and 17:39.
Defender Monica Mendes made the
last goal with 13:23 minutes left in the
game.
Throughout the game, the Ocelots
had more opportunities to score but
the Wildcats defense fought back and
blocked the goal attempts.
“We knew UTB is the best team in our
conference. Our plan was to defend as
much as we could,” said Wiley College
Head Coach Cristine Aquino. “We lost
to six goals, which is not bad compared
to some other schools that have been
losing 18-0 or 12-0.”
Neby said the warm-up helped her to
score early and is glad UTB won because
the Ocelots lost their previous game to
Our Lady of the Lake University.
“We practice hard every day,” she
said. “We are up at 6 in morning in
order to reach our goal.”
Their goal is to make it to nationals
once again.
“Hard work throughout the entire
week,” is what was contributed to this
victory, said UTB Women’s Soccer
Coach Juan de Dios Garcia.
“The girls are working real hard,” Garcia

Athlete of the Week

Martha Ortiz/Collegian
Name: Danielle Marques
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Communication
Sport: Volleyball
Position: Outside and right side hitter
Hometown: Juiz de Fora, Minas
Gerais, Brazil
Who is your favorite athlete? “I
don’t have a favorite athlete but I really
like watching the right side hitter for
the United States Men’s Volleyball
team, [Clayton Stanley]. I really like
watching the way he plays, he’s so
strong and he makes so many points
and I love watching his serve, it’s just
unbelievable.” Stanley, of Honolulu,
Hawaii, won the 2008 Summer
Olympics “Most Valuable Player” and
“Best Scorer” awards and the 2010
Fédération Internationale de Volleyball
World Championship’s “Best Server”

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian
UT-Brownsville center Hanna Neby gestures after scoring a goal against the Wiley College Wildcats last Thursday in the last home game of the
season. The Ocelots defeated the Wildcats 6-0.

said. “They are dedicated, disciplined
and responsible. The objective is to win
the regional tournament and we are
not going to stop working for it until
we get it.”
The Ocelots are 9-3 overall (4-1 in
conference). They fell 1-0 to the Our

award.
Who is your role model? “My
parents. They worked very hard to give
us a good life and I’m really proud of
the parents that they are for me and my
sister.
What do you like to do for fun? “I
like to spend time with my boyfriend
and my sister and I like to watch movies
[and] cook with them.”
When did you begin playing
volleyball and why did you start
playing? “I started playing because
I have asthma. I started swimming
because they said it was good for asthma
but I didn’t like it, so my sister was
playing volleyball and I was 9 years old.
I didn’t know actually what I wanted to
do, so I tried playing volleyball to see if
I liked it and I’m playing [since then].”
Did you play in high school and
did you get any awards? “In Brazil,
we don’t actually play for [the] school.
We do a proper school, they teach you
how to play volleyball, you pay for it and
after you’re at a good level, you can try
out in good teams. I stayed in my city
just to learn how to play volleyball for
eight years, and then when I was 18
[years old], and then I started playing
professional.”
What is your favorite movie?
“‘Despicable Me.’ I love minions.”
What are your goals for this
season? “To win the national
championship.”
Is there a song that gets your
head in the game? “‘Boom Boom
(Heartbreak) [by Ray Fox, featuring
Rachel K. Collier].’ It pumps me up, it’s
a very fast song and I really like it.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Lady of the Lake University Saints Oct.
10 in San Antonio. The only goal in
the contest came in nine minutes in by
Saints’ forward Stephania Vazquez.
Next week both men’s and women’s
soccer teams will play at HustonTillotson University in Austin.

--Collegian Sports Editor Sergio
Mata contributed to this report.

Cross Country inagural
season comes to a close
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR

The UT-Brownsville Cross Country
teams wrapped up the season at the
University of Incarnate Word Invitational
Oct. 12, where the women placed second
and the men fourth.
“Excellent,” Cross Country Coach
Dan Balaguero said when asked how his
teams performed throughout the season.
“For our first year, I thought it was really
good. The attitude was really great and
we’ve been training hard. We’re just
looking forward to the conference meet.”
The women’s team finished second,
behind the University of Texas-Permian
Basin in the Non-Division I category out
of seven schools that competed in Live
Oak.
“The girls did a really good job. They

SOCCER
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went into double overtime for a total of 20
extra minutes, but neither team scored.
Balaguero said that the “team had a
great comeback twice” but should not
have put themselves in that situation.
Asked about the other team’s
performance, he replied: “They played
well and came here organized, with good
players, but we should have had enough
to beat them.”

run well,” Balaguero said.
Vanessa Garcia once again led the pack
for UTB, finishing second in the non-D1
category 6K race and third overall,
clocking in at 22:54.37. Margarita Garcia
placed ninth in the category, finishing at
25:03.18.
On the men’s side, the team finished
fourth in a field of seven in the 8K race.
UT-Permian Basin finished at the top,
with Lubbock Christian University at
runner-up and Trinity University third.
David Guillen was at the top of the
leaderboard for the fifth consecutive
event, finishing at 25:50.40. Hector
Becerra placed ninth in the non-D1
category with a time of 28:11.06.
The Red River Athletic Conference
meet is scheduled to take place Nov. 8 at
Wiley College in the northeast Texas city
of Marshall.

Wiley College Head Coach Demetrio
Hernandez said his team was the underdog
in the match. He said the Ocelots were not
expecting this performance by his team,
but “they never gave up.”
UTB is now 10-2-2 overall and 3-1-1 in
the Red River Athletic Conference. On
Thursday, the Ocelots will play at HustonTillotson University in Austin and at the
University of St. Thomas-Houston on
Saturday.

16

Monday, October 21, 2013

THE COLLEGIAN

